Chapter VIII
*
AIDE TO SIR AUSTEN
e
ight days  after the debt speech  there appeared the
following  sober  announcement  tucked  away at the
bottom of the leader page of The Times: * The Secretary of
State for Foreign Affairs has appointed Captain Anthony
Eden, m.p., to be his Parliamentary Private Secretary in
succession to Mr. L. R. Lumley, M.p.,1 who has resigned on
proceeding to Australia as a member of the British Parlia-
mentary delegation.'   From this moment Eden's star was in
the ascendant: up to this moment the Parliamentary tipsters,
although impressed by his elegant appearance and the grace-
ful style of his speeches, had not marked him for anything
bigger than an ultimate under-secretaryship.    He was re-
garded as an ornament of post-war Toryism—and to that
extent fragile.   There was distinction about him rather than
brilliance.   The truth was that the war had killed off the
heroes of his generation.   The competition was not keen, the
ranks were thin, the standard was low.   Indeed the move
has about it all that casual inevitability which is an endless
source of wonder to foreign observers. With Lumley's depar-
ture Sir Austen was too busy to look for a successor, so he
went to Locker-Lampson and asked his advice.   Locker-
Lampson was finding Eden invaluable and had no doubt
that he was the best man for the job.   So he decided that he
must subordinate his personal requirements to the interests
of Sir Austen and the State and recommend Eden. Eden's
position with  Locker-Lampson  was,  as  Locker-Lampson
freely admits, the lowest rung on the ladder; but it had made
1 Lumlcy, who abandoned politics for the Civil Service, is now Sir L. R.
Lumley and Governor of Bengal. He is a close personal friend of Eden, and
acted as godfather to Eden's second son, Nicholas.
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